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 Message from the 

Executive Director 

 

   Every fall we rec-

ognize and celebrate 

Direct Support Pro-

fessionals from each 

of our homes who are 

voted by their peers 

to exemplify excel-

lence in service. Of 

this group, one indi-

vidual is voted to rep-

resent the entire 

agency at the annual 

meeting of the Com-

munity Provider Net-

work. This year, 

Nancy Tavares has 

been given that 

honor. 

   I am tremendously 

proud of Nancy, as 

well as her fellow 

nominees who are 

featured on these 

pages. Their dedica-

tion to their profes-

sion and the lives of 

the people with 

whom they work is 

inspiring! 

 

Kathy Ellis  

Promotions... 

Ú Heather Gustafson 

promoted to Director 

at Deefield and Pine 

Orchard. 

Ú Arden Elmayan pro-

moted to Assistant 

Director at Dexter 

Rock. 

Ú Nate Davies pro-

moted to Assistant 

Director at Sherman  

Ú Lauren Holden pro-

moted to Assistant 

Director at Lillian  

Ú Evan Andrikos pro-

moted to Interim As-

sistant at Pine Or-

chard 

Ú Jaclyn Santerre pro-

moted to Assistant 

Director at Deerfield 

 

SLA Newsé 

Peter Spetrini, Adam 

Nelson and Kelly 

Kuznicki joined Ava-

tarôs Shared Living 

Arrangement program 

in September.  

In October Diane 

Ianozzi and Stacie 

Baxter  joined the SLA 

program as well. We 

are excited to be part of 

their journey as they 

begin sharing their lives 

and homes together. 

éééé... 

 

 

 

 

Avatar Residential  

on Facebook 

Happenings 

Avatar Direct Support Professionals 
 

Nancy 

Tavares, 

our Ava-

tar DSP 

of the 

year for 

2010, was 

dually 

nomi-

nated by the teams she 

works with at Pine Or-

chard Road and Lillian 

Lane. People describe 

Nancy as extremely 

energetic with a sense 

of humor that often 

helps people through 

difficult times. Co-

workers also say that 

Nancy is a talented  

chef and has a green 

thumbï both great as-

sets in the homes where 

she works. Nancy is 

known to be depend-

able, consistent and 

dedicated; all qualities 

that are appreciated by 

the people she supports 

and her co-workers. 

Nancyôs contributions 

to the lives of the peo-

ple that Avatar  serves 

have been deep and 

many. 

Congratulations 

Nancy! 

Marcia Scott,  this 

yearôs DSP for Berten-

shaw, is a longtime 

employee of Avatar 

having worked for the 

agency for 15 years.  In 

that time she has as-

sumed many different 

job titles and responsi-

bilities.  Marcia is cur-

rently a full time 

Teacherôs Assistant in 
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Lincoln in addition to 

her work at Berten-

shaw. Marcia has an 

excellent rapport with 

the people she works 

with. She is well known 

for bringing success to 

those in the most chal-

lenging situations, and 

supporting them to  

maintain their dignity 

and respect.  Her co-

workers say that she is 

a strong, reliable team 

player, she is also very 

knowledgeable of her 

job and is respectful 

and nurturing to the 

people we support. 

 

 

Joseph Moore is this 

yearôs DSP from 

Sherman Avenue where  

he has worked for the 

past 4 years. Some of 

Josephôs best qualities 

are being hard working, 

dependable, empathetic, 

friendly and sincere. 

Joe helps the men he 

works with stay healthy 

and fit by motivating 

daily exercise and good 

nutrition. In his time 

working at Sherman he 

has helped each of the 

three men he works 

with to achieve weight 

loss goals. Joseph is a  

loyal team member  

who has worked hard to  

improve the quality of 

life of the men at 

Sherman Avenue. 

 

Cynthia Murphy who 

currently works in both 

our  Residential Ser-

vices and at the Central 

Day Program, is cele-

brating her 10th year 

with Avatar. Cynthia is 

kind, patient and very 

hardworking. She bal-

ances a nurturing but 

professional approach 

and often uses gentle 

humor to brighten eve-

ryoneôs day. Cynthia 

has been the brainchild 

(and much of the 

brawn) behind the Ava-

tar Catering business. 

She works closely with 

participants at the Ava-

tar Day program to pro-

vide delicious meals for 

parties and special 

events.  Additionally, 

Cynthia has done menu 

planning and meal 

preparation for the men 

at Sherman Avenue, 

supporting their nutri-

tion goals. Co-workers 

find Cynthia to be a 

natural mentor and her 

insight to be essential to 

the teams she works 

with. 

Patricio Garcia is Jill-

sonôs DSP of the year 

for 2010. Patricio is 

described as a soft-

hearted individual who 

is always willing to 

take on anything that 

may come his way.  He 

is an exceptional em-

ployee who is flexible 

and accommodating to 

fit the needs of the 

homes in which he 

works.  The people 

whom Patricio supports 

enjoy being in his com-

pany and look forward 

to him being in their 

home. 

 

Mouna Holt-Yeboah 

has worked for Avatar 

for 8 years, working in 

both Supported Living 

as well as at Button-

woods Avenue and 

Lillian Lane.  Mouna is 

described as profes-

sional, courteous, de-

pendable and reliable. 

She always has a warm 

smile and is very per-

sonable. The women at 

Hamlet Avenue de-

scribe her as the 

ñvacation planner,ò 

helping them plan trips 

to NYC, Pennsylvania 

and Atlantic City.  

Co-workers say that 

Mouna is the quintes-

sential team player. She 

is flexible and accom-

modating to the needs 

of the home and of her 

fellow co-workers. Peo-

ple she supports say she 

is a great cook, has a 

good sense of humor 

and they appreciate the 

number of years that 

Mouna has dedicated to 

working with them. 

 

David Faiola celebrates 

his 10th year with Ava-

tar this November.  In 

addition to his work in 

a number of homes at 

Avatar, 2 years ago 

Dave became a Shared 

Living Provider to a 

man heôd previously 

worked with. Dave has 

also served as the soft-

ball coach for the Ava-

tar Angels. People de-

scribe him as easy go-

ing, easy to get along 

with, flexible and posi-

tive. Daveôs relaxed 

nature makes all feel 

comfortable and safe in 

his presence.   
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Lori Dickerson is an-

other employee cele-

brating her 10th year 

with Avatar. People 

describe Lori as de-

pendable, flexible and 

thorough. Her eye for 

detail  has helped the 

women at Garden Hills 

slash their grocery bill 

as she helps them clip 

coupons and research 

sales online. Co-

workers say that Lori is 

flexible, helpful and 

will do what needs to 

be done no matter how 

big or small! 

 

Jones Johnson has 

worked for Avatar for 

over three years at the 

home on Dexter Rock 

Road. Co-workers say 

he is a pleasure to work 

with, and regularly 

mention how helpful 

and agreeable he is. 

Jones is a great team 

member.  Jones has a 

excellent rapport with 

the six people who live 

at Dexter. He is known 

to have a huge heart 

and takes tremendous 

pride in his work.  

In addition to working 

for Avatar, Jones works 

as a C.N.A. and is very 

active in his church.  

Jones is a hardworking 

man who demonstrates 

strong initiative.  He is 

considered an invalu-

able asset to the Dexter 

Rock team. 

 

Celena Beck has been 

selected by the team at 

Deerfield Drive as their 

2010 Direct Support 

Professional.  In addi-

tion to working for 

Avatar Celena is work-

ing toward a degree in 

elementary education 

with a concentration in 

special education.  

Co-workers say that 

Celena is energetic, 

reliable, hardworking, a 

team player and great 

with the people she 

supports.  Celena is 

flexible and makes 

every attempt to accom-

modate the needs of the 

homes she works in. 

She is especially known 

for supporting people to 

get out and be active in 

their communities. 

People look forward to 

Celena coming to work 

in their home. 

Charles Early has 

worked for Avatar for 4 

years, working in both 

the Buttonwoods Ave-

nue and Chestnut Oak 

homes as well as regu-

larly filling in at the 

Central Day Program. 

In addition to his work 

at Avatar, Charles is a 

student at the Univer-

sity of Rhode Island. 

Charles is described as 

always positive, a 

model for all staff be-

cause of his diligent 

work ethic and the 

genuine respect he 

gives to all people. 

 

Paula Methot has 

worked at New River 

for the past 13 years. 

The well-being of the 6 

people she has sup-

ported for so many 

years has always been 

her top priority. Fami-

lies of the people she 

works with say they 

like knowing that Paula 

is there. Paula is  

known as down to earth 

and honest. Co-workers 

admire her dedication 

and hard work. Paula is 

someone who recog-

nizes a need and will 

figure out a way to 

help, never looking for 

recognition. At New 

River she is the party 

planner and is always 

the first to remember a 

special event or occa-

sion. The people she 

supports value knowing 

that they will be com-

fortable, happy and 

engaged whenever she 

is working. 

Douglas  Landry has 

worked at Jillson & in 

Supported Living for 5 

years.  He recently re-

ceived a degree in Ele-

mentary Education.  

Doug is described as 

extremely patient and 

calm. People enjoy 

spending time with 

Doug and appreciate 

how easy he is to talk 

to.  He is known as a 

fun-loving guy who 

brings endless amounts 

of laughter and joy to 

the lives of the people 

whom he supports. 

Thank You to all of our 

2010 Direct Support  

Professionals!  
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33 College Hill Road  

Building 33 

Warwick, RI 02886 

Remembering Haroldé 
 

On October 21st, following a brief illness  
Harold Stokes passed away at the age of 86.  

 
In recent years, Harold lived with Arthur and Cynthia Boudreau 
through an Avatar Shared Living Arrangement, though he had 

been part of the Avatar community for more than ten years.   
 

Harold delighted his many friends and associates with his wry  
humor, his love of lifeôs simple pleasures, his no holds barred  

honesty, and his devout appreciation for the goodness in others. 
 

  
Charming, wonderful Harold aged with grace,  

never dwelling on loss  
and always strong in his spirit to love life through all its phases.  

Harold was deeply loved and will be dearly missed. 


